Inside:
D DelaMensa coming Bverte 1
Coming Events 1
RVC Column 2
Volume 33, Number 11 November 2007 EYe”t Report 2
Birthdays 3
® Good Wine 3
. . Calendar 4
EXCOMMunication 8 November, 2007 Puzzle 5
By: Maria Sawczuk, Local Secretary
Another National Testing Day has come and gone, and Directory of Local Officers
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also been featured in a few newspaper articles, including _ o o
t he Hockessin and Mi || Cree 1st Councilor  Cindi Basner  302-738-3326 lightintheclouds15@yahoo.comn]
ful the new publicity will increase our membership num- 2nd Councilor  Alexis Campbell 3022340563 alexis.campbell@comcast.net
bers. If you know of anyone you think would want to join, Treasurer Dee Richardson 302892-2299 busydeee@comcast.net
please encourage them to find out more. Proctor Coord  Frances Joseph 302994-6347
Il &dm writing this from 06 We e MDownstate Coordvacant: Volunteer Needed -
gi onal Gathering (ARGO), w h| Editor Keith Johnson 302-242-8201 jkjohnson@snip.net e
from N I over the country. | Rrvec2 Leah Kinder ~ 302-222-2357 bluepointjive@gmail.com,
Mensabs RG can grow that bi RVC2@us.mensa.org
of our first RG, and quite a number of people are inter-
ested in next yeards event . I f you are interested in helpi
for 'just about any interest yo

out, please let Keith Johnson, our RG Chair, know. ) et
plug for the GenX SIG, of which | am part. This is a group

Therebds so much you can get gofutmMeOnfs aynosu ryw hnhe MibeerresS hpiobr nWipteht we

Mensa. Aside from our wonderful local events, you can made wonderful f[iends through this SIG, and encourage

take advantage of every ot heahyor v uaies tofsk 8 rdve albout it. inGakt, feel

comes in handy when traveling). There are also regional free to email me to ask any question about how you can

gatherings happening somewhere in the country every get more out of Mensa.

weekend. Plus, there are Special Interest Groups (fAiSI Gso)

Coming Events From the Editor

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2007 d READ You may ask yourself, from time to time, what you could

ALOUD DELAWARE do to be more involved in Men;a. There are many ways
to help out, but two of the easiest and most appreciated

Read Aloud Delaware is an organization dedicated to are to set up local events, and to write articles for the

promoting reading aloud to children in order to encour- newsletter. Just try it once, to see how you like it.

age a love of books and a desire to become a reader. Setting up meetings is easyd all you need is an idea and a

The organization helps parents prepare their children little time. If you only have one or the other, someone else

in the group can supply the other. Your ExCom works

. steadily to come up with meetings, but we are always hun-

fect fit for Mensa! gry for somet hing new. Me ns a
with a multitude of interests. One member wanted to tour

a funeral home. It sounded odd to talk about, but turned

out to be a fascinating event.

to learn once they enter school. It seems like a per-

Come to our monthly speaker series dinner, enjoy a
wonderful meal and find out more about Read Aloud
Delaware. Learn about the benefits of reading aloud to

children, and, if interested, see how you can volunteer. Writing articles for the newsletter is easy, too. Write about

a Mensa event you attended, or a non-Mensa event.
DATE: Wednesday, October 28, 2007 Write about a hobby, a passion, an opinion. Write a

TIME : 7:00 p.m. for dinner; speaker will start around poem, or a story or a joke. lIdeally an article would be
clear, concise, and about 500 words. As a general rule,

8:00 pm ) your editor is a little manic about sentence structure, word
PLACE A Piece of Ireland, Chesmar Plaza, Route 4 and usage, punctua’[ion and suchdi t 6 s an &ddutt or
Marrows Road, Newark To RSVP, e -mail Maria at exceptions can be made for the sake of art.
legalady@magpage.comor call 302 -893-5118. Call us and join the fun.
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The Kinder Garden

The Kinder Garden is finally beginning to recover from this
summer's drought, although this week we seem to be get-
ting into another. It poured last weekend when | was in
New York City, but | hear not a drop

touched the ground in Delaware while |

was gone. By the time you receive this,

my cool weather crops should be about

due for harvesting. Mmm... broccaoli...

It's not just the season for cool weather

vegetables in Region 2, it's the season for

Gatherings! We have Liberty Bell in late

October and Winter Solstice in mid-

December. We also have a Leadership

Development Workshop November 9-11

in Williamsburg, VA. Registration is free,

and we'll be providing some of your

meals, all you have to do is register in advance and show
up! The rooms are only $70/night, up to four people per
room at the same price. You can contact me or Marc Led-
erman for more information, or visit the webpage at http://
region2.us.mensa.org/LDW2007.htm.

The September Planning Meeting has now gone by, and
our next meeting will be November 30-December 2 in
West Palm Beach, FL. At the Planning Meeting, we talked
about Planning in the Big Picture sense, about what our
over-arching goals were for the next 18-24 months. The
planning part of the meeting was facilitated by Jeff De
Cagna, a Mensan from Metropolitan Washington Mensa,
in our very own region. His company, Principled Innova-
tions, works with the Boards of Directors of various asso-
ciations to plan innovative ways to create value for their
members. This is the statement that he put together that
he thought encompassed all of our conversations during

the course of the planning session:

"Over the next 18-24 months, we will focus our attention

on matching the reality of the Mensa membership experi-
ence with your expectations. To do this, we
plan to make it much easier for you to partici-
pate in social and intellectual interactions with
other members by clarifying and simplifying
our structures, and by capitalizing on new
Web technologies that build community.

We're going to look carefully at how to update
Mensa's business model for the 21st century,
and we'll engage in open, authentic, and
trusted communication, so you'll always know
where things stand and how you can contrib-
ute. Atthe same time, we want to learn more
about what you're doing, so we can effectively
support your efforts to create the Mensa you envision for
the future.”

The most important thing that happened at that meeting, in
my opinion, was the creation of a Planning Committee,
with John Recht (RVC8) appointed as Chair of that com-
mittee. | was a seconder for the motion to create it. |
have high hopes for that committee, and for the AMC as a
whole, to live by the things they said in their campaign
statements and to work together for the betterment of
Mensa. We can't do it without you, the members. | hope
to hear from many of you with your ideas of what our fu-
ture should hold.

Leah Kinder
RVC2, Mid-Atlantic Region

http://kindermensa.blogspot.com

Event Report i Kalmar Nyckel Meeting

By Dee Richardson

Barbara Mayers, the education director of the Kalmar Nyckel Foundation was our speaker on October 15 at the Interna-

tional Buffet restaurant in Elsmere.

In my opinion, Barbara was the most interesting part of the evening. She does not look at all like a swashbuckling sea-
farer, but to hear her tell about her sailing adventures, you can tell that she can handle the ropes of a tall ship.

Barbara brought a beaver skin with her. Her story of the exploration and development of North American has everything
to do with beaver skins, for, in a broad sense, that is what the explorers were after. The original Kalmar Nyckel sailed
from Sweden to the New World in 1638 leaving its passengers to establish the first permanent European settlement in
the Delaware Valley, the Colony of New Sweden in present-day Wilmington, Delaware. She made a total of four round-
trip crossings of the Atlantic-more than any other ship of the era. Its historical significance rivals that of the Mayflower,

but her remarkable story has never been widely told.

As education director, Barbara's usual audience is school children, but she had no difficulty relating to us, and she made
the evening entertaining, educational, and well worth the trip. Originally scheduled to present at the "Dead M's Tell No
Tales" RG in September (and it would have been a great addition to that event), we're lucky to have been able to hear

her this month.

Barbara didn't make a pitch for joining or supporting the Kalmar Nyckel (The word Nyckel means "key" in Swedish). If
you are interested in doing so, | suggest that you start by looking at the organization's website, http://

www.kalmarnyckel.org/aboutfoundation.asp.
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